
Note: To Search for a specific Change:  Use search (ctrl-F) to search for your area of 
interest or the name of a specific change. 

Definitions
Type of Change This should be noted as either NEW, MODIFICATION, TERMINATION
name Brief name describing the change
description Brief description of the change
Documentation Give a link to a Product Description Document or other such documentation describing the 

change
LocalURL URL where we can go to see the product/service/etc.
POC Name Next blocks are the name, address, phone number and email of a point of contact about 

this particular change.  This should be a person who can answer most questions regarding 
the change.

POC Address
POC Phone
POC email
Comment Open Start date of comment period for the change
Comment Close End date of comment period for the change
Send Comment Either the email address where comments should be sent or the web address where an on-

line survey or comment-collection is done
Deciding Official NWS manager who will make the decision on whether or not to implement the change.

Decision Final decision
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Type of 
Change

Name Description Documentation LocalURL POC Name POC Address POC Phone POC email Comment 
Open

Comment 
Close

Send 
Comment

Deciding 
Official

Decision

  Changes to 
NCEP Model 
Prodcuts

Information on Changes to NCEP Model 
Products can be found at 
http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/changes/

http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/changes/

Modify Replace 
Ocean Wave 
Model Suite 
with Multi-Grid 
Wave Model

NCEP has proposed replacing a portion of the 
ocean wave model suite with a multi-grid wave 
model.  The present operational ocean wave 
model suite consists of a global model (NWW3), 
and 3 regional models all forced by GFS winds. 
The multi-grid wave model will replace the three 
regional models.  Seeking evaluation on parallel 
data.

ftp://ftpprd.
ncep.noaa
.gov/pub/d
ata/nccf/co
m/wave/pa
ra/

John Ward 5200 Auth 
RoadCamp 
Springs, MD 
20746

301-763-
8000x7185

John.Ward@n
oaa.gov

7/18/2007 8/21/2007 NCEP.List
.ModelEv
alFeedba
ck@noaa.
gov

National 
Centers for 
Environmenta
l Prediction 
Director

Approved for 
Operations -  
Effective 11/27/2007

Modify Replace 
current GFS 
postprocessor 
with new 
unified 
postprocessor

NCEP has proposed replacing the current GFS 
postprocessor with a new unified portprocessor.  
The unified post is the same as the currrent 
WRF post and will eventually be used for all 
NCEP models.  Although no model changes 
associated with this implementation, some 
calculation for diagnostic variables will change.  
Seeking evaluation on parallel output.

ftp://ftpprd.
ncep.noaa
.gov/pub/d
ata/nccf/co
m/gfs/para

John Ward 5200 Auth 
RoadCamp 
Springs, MD 
20746

301-763-
8000x7185

John.Ward@n
oaa.gov

7/18/2007 8/24/2007 NCEP.List
.ModelEv
alFeedba
ck@noaa.
gov

National 
Centers for 
Environmenta
l Prediction 
Director

Approved for 
Operations -  
Effective 09/25/2007

Modify Proposed 
HIRES 
Window 
Upgrade

NCEP has proposed an upgrade to the High 
Resolution Window (HIRES) runs.  See 
documentation for specific upgrades.  Feedback 
requested on parallel data.

ProposedHIRE
SWindowUpgra
de.txt

ftp://ftpprd.
ncep.noaa
.gov/pub/d
ata/nccf/co
m/nam/par
a/

John Ward 5200 Auth 
RoadCamp 
Springs, MD 
20746

301-763-
8000x7185

John.Ward@n
oaa.gov

7/26/2007 8/30/2007 NCEP.List
.ModelEv
alFeedba
ck@noaa.
gov

National 
Centers for 
Environmenta
l Prediction 
Director

Approved for 
Operations -  
Effective 09/11/2007

New National Digital 
Forecast 
Database 
(NDFD) 
Gridded Data

The NWS provides access to operational and 
experimental gridded forecasts of sensible
weather elements (e.g., Maximum Temperature, 
Sky Cover) through the National Digital Forecast 
Database (NDFD). NDFD contains a seamless 
mosaic of digital forecasts originating from NWS 
field offices, the National Centers for 
Environmental Prediction (NCEP), and the 
NDFD central server. The NDFD is a high-
resolution data set which, in its raw form, is non-
displayable, but can be processed by computers 
to meet the varied needs of NWS customers and 
partners. 

NDFDGrids.pdf http://www.
weather.go
v/ndfd/ano
nymous_ft
p.htm

Christine 
Alex

Office of 
Climate, Water 
and Weather 
Services     
1325 East 
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1858x171 

christine.alex
@noaa.gov

Varies by 
NDFD 
element 

Varies by 
NDFD 
element 

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Varies by NDFD 
element 
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New National Digital 
Forecast 
Database 
Experimental 
Graphic 
Forecast 
Displays

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) National Weather 
Service (NWS) National Digital Forecast 
Database (NDFD) Experimental Graphic 
Forecast Displays 
(http://weather.gov/forecasts/graphical/sectors/) 
are web-based presentations of digital forecast 
data originating from local Weather Forecast 
Office (WFO) digital databases, National 
Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP), 
and the NDFD server. The data are displayed in 
a mosaic form on national and regional scales. 

NDFDGraphics.
pdf

http://weat
her.gov/for
ecasts/gra
phical/sect
ors

Christine 
Alex

Office of 
Climate, Water 
and Weather 
Services     
1325 East 
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1858x171 

christine.alex
@noaa.gov

Varies by 
NDFD 
element 

Varies by 
NDFD 
element 

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Varies by NDFD 
element 

New National Air 
Quality 
Forecast 
System 
(AQFS) Ozone 
Forecast 
Experimental 
Graphic 
Display, 
Original

A web-based presentation of gridded (grib 
formatted) forecast O3 guidance originating from 
the Environmental Modeling Center (EMC) of the 
National Environmental Prediction (NCEP).

aq-5x-pdd_606-
1.pdf

http://www.
weather.go
v/aq-expr/

Paul Stokols 1325 East-
West Highway, 
Room 13236 
Silver Spring, 
MD 20910-
3283

(301)713-
1867 x139  

paul.stokols@
noaa.gov

6/23/2006 8/31/2006 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/nws-
survey.ph
p?code=e
aq

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New National Air 
Quality 
Forecast 
System 
(AQFS) Ozone 
Forecast 
Experimental 
Graphic 
Display, 
Original

A web-based presentation of gridded (grib 
formatted) forecast O3 guidance originating from 
the Environmental Modeling Center (EMC) of the 
National Environmental Prediction (NCEP).

aq-5x-pdd_606-
1.pdf

http://www.
weather.go
v/aq-expr/

Paul Stokols 1325 East-
West Highway, 
Room 13236 
Silver Spring, 
MD 20910-
3283

(301)713-
1867 x139  

paul.stokols@
noaa.gov

6/23/2006 8/31/2006 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/nws-
survey.ph
p?code=e
aq

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New Experimental 
Enhanced 
Thunder 
Product, 
original

An improved thunder guidance product that adds 
greater specificity for the probability of lightning 
production (i.e., Thunderstorms). The additional 
temporal and spatial resolution in  the 
experimental thunderstorm outlooks provide 
better lightning forecast guidance for local NWS 
Weather Forecast Offices, emergency 
managers, media, and the general public.  The 
enhanced product changes the temporal 
subdivision of the convective day to provide 
improved guidance on whether thunderstorms 
are expected to continue into the overnight 
hours. 

SPC-PDD2-
EnhancedThun
derApril42006.p
df

http://www.
spc.noaa.g
ov/product
s/exper/en
htstm/

Art Thomas  1325 East 
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1867x193 

art.thomas@n
oaa.gov

4/1/2006 9/1/2006 spc.feedb
ack@noa
a.gov

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.
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latitude/longitude point.

New Experimental 
Tropical 
Cyclone 
Hazards 
Graphics, 
Original

The Tropical Cyclone Hazards Graphics is an 
experimental, internet-based, product suite 
consisting of four primary graphics: wind, 
tornado, coastal flood, and inland flood. These 
WFO-generated graphics provide qualitative 
forecasts for the primary tropical cyclone 
hazards based on the track, intensity, and 
uncertainties in the official forecasts.

EXPTChazards
052606.pdf

http://www.
weather.go
v/os/tropic
al/hazards.
htm

Timothy 
Schott     

1325 East 
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1677x122 

timothy.schott
@noaa.gov

7/1/2006 11/15/2006 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/os/tr
opical/haz
ards.htm#
call

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New Experimental 
Probabilistic 
Hurricane 
Storm Surge, 
Original

Consists of two graphics for the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Eastern Atlantic coastal areas.  The first 
graphic shows probabilities, in percent, of storm 
surge exceeding 5 feet.  The second graphic 
indicates there is a 10 percent chance of the 
displayed storm surge heights being exceeded.

EXPPSURGE.p
df

http://www.
weather.go
v/mdl/psur
ge

Scott Kiser 1325 East-
West Highway, 
Room 13126 
Silver Spring, 
MD 20910-
3283

301-713-
1677x121

Scott.Kiser@n
oaa.gov

6/1/2006 11/30/2006 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/nws-
survey.ph
p?code=p
hss

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New Great Lakes 
Port 
Forecasts, 
Version 1

The purpose of the experimental Great Lakes 
Port Forecast is to provide forecasts of
operationally important (potentially critical) 
weather, wind and wave conditions more specific 
both in time and space, for a marine port area. 

ExpGLPF.pdf Timothy 
Schott     

1325 East 
West Highway 
Silver Spring, 
MD 20910

301-713-
1677x122 

timothy.schott
@noaa.gov

10/3/2006 1/31/2007 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/-
survey/ph
p?code=C
PF

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New Experimental 
Gridded 
Significant 
Wave Heights, 
Original

The traditional format for the significant wave 
height products from the National Centers are 
graphical depictions.  The experimental gridded 
products will be prepared for the initial wave 
heights, the 24 hour and 48 hour forecast wave 
heights in a gridded format.

PDDGriddedwa
ves090706-
1.pdf

Timothy 
Schott     

 1325 East 
West Highway 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1677x122 

timothy.schott
@noaa.gov

10/16/2006 5/31/2007 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/nws-
survey.ph
p?code=
GSWH

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New Graphical Area 
Forecast 
(GFA), original

The Graphical Area Forecast (GFA) product is 
an experimental graphical representation of the 
current operational production of aviation area 
forecasts, which provide an overview of weather 
conditions which could impact aviation 
operations.

GraphicalFA1.p
df

http://aviati
onweather.
gov/gfax/

Dorothy 
Haldeman

1325 East-
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, Md 
20910

301-713-
1726 ex130

Dorothy.Halde
man@noaa.go
v

Varies by 
element

Varies by 
element

GFAfeedb
ack@com
cast.net

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
updated version.

New Experimental 
Interactive 
Weather 
Planner

 The interactive weather planner web page 
allows a customer to enter threshold values for 
user-specified weather parameters, and obtain a 
preliminary forecast for their defined area of 
interest.  The output is derived directly from the 
NWS digital forecast data base. The resulting 
graph represents average conditions in a 5 km 
grid box nearest the user-selected 

VEFPDD_WxR
x.pdf

http://ifps.
wrh.noaa.g
ov/vef/Wx_
Rx.html

Kim Runk NWS 7851 
Industrial Blvd., 
Las Vegas NV 
89139

702-263-
9746

Kim.Runk@no
aa.gov

http://ifps.
wrh.noaa.
gov/NWS-
feedback-
form.html

Western 
Region MSD 
Chief

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
national version, 
Effective 11/15/2007.
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New Weather 
Activity 
Planner

The W eather Activity Planner is an internet 
based query tool that allows any customer 
seeking to plan a weather-sensitive activity to 
access the National Weather Service’s high 
resolution National Digital Forecast Database 
(NDFD) from a local Weather Forecast Office 
(WFO) and search for the range of weather 
parameters applicable to their planned activity. 
The Weather Activity Planner provides forecast 
weather parameters at the nearest grid point 
requested by the customer. The customer inputs 
the range of weather parameters important to 
their activity and either clicks on the location of 
interest on a map, or enters the latitude and 
longitude coordinates of the location. The web 
site software searches the NDFD and returns a 
graphical table depicting when the requested 
weather parameters will be met during the next 
seven days.

PDD.WxPlanne
r.1203.pdf

http://www.
crh.noaa.g
ov/ifps/wxp
lanner.php
?site=eax

Michael Pat 
Murphy and 
Mark 
Mitchell

WFO Pleasant 
Hill, 
Missouri1803 
North 7 
HighwayPleasa
nt Hill, Missouri 
64080-9421

816-540-
5147

mark.mitchel
@noaa.gov

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued.  
Replaced with 
national version, 
Effective 11/15/2007.

New Objective 
Blends of 
Drought 
Indicators - 
Contiguous 
U.S.

NOAA's Climate Prediction Center (CPC) and 
National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the National 
Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) jointly issues 
these graphics to confer information about 
drought status on different time scales. This 
team is issuing two new experimental products 
which will serve as timescale-specific 
supplements to the Drought Monitor at a basic 
level. The team assesses conditions based on a 
blend of several drought indicators, and are 
depicted relative to the local historic record.

EXpdddroughtbl
ends.pdf

http://www.
cpc.ncep.n
oaa.gov/pr
oducts/pre
dictions/ex
perimental
/edb/droug
htblend-
access-
page.html

Myron 
Berger

1325 East-
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1970x178

myron.berger
@noaa.gov

8/1/2005 8/1/2006 http://ww
w.cpc.nce
p.noaa.go
v/products
/prediction
s/experim
ental/edb/
comment-
form_DB
C.html

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued - 
Effective 05/14/2007

New Puerto Rico & 
U.S. Virgin 
Islands 
Rainfall 
Outlook

The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) issues a 
series of three-month quantitative precipitation 
outlooks for selected cities in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

expddprvi.pdf http://www.
cpc.ncep.n
oaa.gov/pr
oducts/PR
UVdir/PAC
1.html

Myron 
Berger

1325 East-
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
1970x178

myron.berger
@noaa.gov

8/1/2005 8/1/2006 http://ww
w.cpc.nce
p.noaa.go
v/products
/prediction
s/experim
ental/edb/
comment-
form_DB
C.html

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued - 
Effective 05/14/2007
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cep001

New 8- to 14-day 
Highest 
Minimum Heat 
Index 
Prediction 
(Contiguous 
U.S.)

The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) is issuing 
a daily experimental 8- to 14-day highest 
nighttime heat index outlook for the contiguous 
U.S. CPC predicts the heat index value for the 
night in the outlook period with highest heat 
index. CPC, however, does not predict which 
night would have the highest heat index for any 
location.

HiMinHeat.pdf http://www.
cpc.ncep.n
oaa.gov/pr
oducts/pre
dictions/hi
_814_himi
n.html

Ron Berger 1325 East-
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

(301)713-
1970x178

Myron.Berger
@noaa.gov

8/1/2005 8/1/2006 http://ww
w.cpc.nce
p.noaa.go
v/products
/prediction
s/experim
ental/edb/
comment-
form_DB
C.html

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued - 
Effective 05/14/2007

New Graphical 
Hurricane 
Local 
Statement

This product compliments the alphanumeric 
Hurricane Local Statement, by providing a 
graphical depiction of threat levels for tropical 
cyclone hazards such as wind, surge, flash 
flood, tornado and marine seas.

Localstatement.
pdf

http://www.
srh.noaa.g
ov/mlb/ghl
s/hls_main
.html

Jamie Vavra 1325 East 
West Highway, 
Room 13112     
Silver Spring, 
MD 20910-
3285

(301)713-
1677 x 111

Jamie.Vavra@
noaa.gov

2/1/2003 6/1/2005 http://ww
w.srh.noa
a.gov/mlb/
ghls/GHL
S_NPS.ht
ml

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Discontinued - 
Effective 04/26/2007, 
replaced by Tropical 
Cyclone Hazards 
Graphics 
experimental product

New Experimental 
Sierra 
Backcountry 
Forecast

Text product produced by forecasters in support 
of the Sierra Avalanche Center and the Central 
Sierra Avalanche Center.  The product provides 
forecasted parameters critical to accurately 
forecasting avalanche conditions by the Sierra 
Avalanche Centers.  The elements forecasted 
include temperatures, winds, and sky/weather, 
all of which affect the stability of the snowpack, 
changes in the snowpack structure, and 
ultimately avalanche potential. 

Reno.Sierra_ba
ckcountry_PDD-
3.pdf

http://www.
wrh.noaa.g
ov/rev/aval
anche/bac
kcountry_g
uidance.ph
p

Rich 
Douglas     

125 South 
State Street 
Salt Lake City, 
UT 84103

801-524-
4000x262 

rich.douglas@
noaa.gov

2/21/2006 6/1/2006 rhett.miln
e@noaa.
gov

Western 
Region 
Director

Approved for 
Operations - 
Effective 11/29/2007

New Experimental 
Weather 
Activity 
Planner

An interface that permits public access to NWS 
digital forecast information. The web page 
interface allows an individual to enter a range of 
values for specific weather parameters and 
obtain a forecast for the defined area of interest. 
The input is forecast data directly pulled from the 
local WFO digital forecast database.

WeatherActivity
Planner112906.
pdf

http://forec
ast.weathe
r.gov/wxpl
anner.php
?site=eax

Douglas 
Young

1325 East 
West 
HighwaySilver 
Spring, MD 
20910

301-713-
0090 X168  

douglas.young
@noaa.gov

12/7/2006 3/7/2007 http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/nws-
survey.ph
p?code=
WxSafPla

Office of 
Climate, 
Water, and 
Weather 
Services 
Director

Approved for 
Operations - 
Effective 11/15/2007

New NCEP Model 
Analysis and 
Forecast (Sep 
2007 
Changes)

Provides meteorological model output graphics 
on a website maintained by the National Centers 
for Environmental Prediction (NCEP).

NCEPMAF0911
07.pdf

http://www.
nco.ncep.n
oaa.gov/p
mb/nwpara
/analysis/

John 
Huddleston

5200 Auth 
RoadCamp 
Springs, MD 
20746

301-763-
8000x7136

John.M.Huddl
eston@noaa.g
ov

9/11/2007 10/11/2007
n
http://ww
w.weather
.gov/surve
y/nws-
survey.ph
p?code=n

National 
Centers for 
Environmenta
l Prediction 
Director

Approved for 
Operations - 
Effective 10/30/2007
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